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; The Philippines lines up E&P tender to
help curb import dependency
The Philippines is planning to launch an offshore licensing round in December, reviving exploration in
disputed waters around the South China Sea in a bid to stem rising energy import dependency.

The Philippines Department of Energy announced earlier this month that its first bidding round since
2014 is expected to open in five months’ time. Over 20 oil and gas blocks are likely to be offered in the
disputed area of the Reed Bank, as well as areas around Palawan and the Sulu Sea.
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