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CCS: faltering while Rome burns
The idea of carbon capture and storage (CCS) as a means of mitigating the CO2 emissions from burning
fossil fuels has been around for a long time, and remains a cornerstone of IEA and IPCC carbon
reduction scenarios. Meanwhile a recent report by the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies (OIES) has
highlighted CCS as a key technology to support a continuing role for natural gas in a decarbonising
world. CCS technology is well known, but progress implementing it in the power sector has been slow.
There are only two operating power plants using CCS and the lack of real progress is starting to call into
question the idea that the technology will make any meaningful contribution to the sector’s carbon
emission reductions for the forseeable future. Gas Matters looks at the obstacles facing CCS in the
power sector and the implications for gas.
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